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must have been an exceedingly important one, carrying with
it the control of the entire financial administration. This can
be inferred from the fact that Kafur issued special instructions
to all the other diwans to refrain from incurring even the
smallest expenditure without an order from Ya'qub b. KHIis.
Maqrizi also asserts that everything went through his hands.
His exceptional position at the court of Kafur and his wide
powers and influence are further apparent from the deference
with which he was treated on all sides ; even the chamberlains
and shereefs stood up to do him honour.1
Conversion to Islam
Hitherto Judaism had not been a hindrance to his advance
on the path of fame, position, influence, and respect. He
was known as a Jew and remained one. " All this," Ibn
'Asakir assures us after tracing Taequb b. Killis's career up
to this juncture, " whilst abiding by his religion," whilst
adhering to his Jewish faith.2
However, a change in Kaffir's attitude toward Tnm now set
in. Kafur, after such long experience of Ya*qub's prudence,
disinterestedness,3 and political foresight, seems to have
contemplated making Tifm vizier. One of his intimates relates
that, referring with pride and gratification to Ibn Killis,
Kafur exclaimed : " What vizier could compare with him 1 " *
The fact that he was a Jew was, however, an obstacle to the
attainment of this point, and many of the sources have handed
down the sentence of Kafur : " Were he (Ya'qub b. Killis)
a, Muslim, he would be the right man for vizier." 5
These words and the all too tempting prospect of the
vizierate did not fail to have their effect on Ibn Killis, and he
1 Maqrizi, ii, 5.
 *	Ibn KhaUik&n, ii, 443.
 *	Ibn KTuzIl., ii, 440, adds :  " His mind was not set upon money-making.
When Tv&FBr sent him money he sent it back, retaining only his expenses.'*
 *	Ibn as-Sairafi, p. 94.
5 lbnTaihribirdi,ii,4£',  Maqnzi, ii, 6:   o^ o(

